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We first met Manuel, known to his friends as Fanfa, at CSI 1* 
(A) - HORSES & HOPES International Show Jumping Festival here 

in Cairo last year, where he was placed twice on borrowed 
mounts. The perfect Spanish gentleman, he was so gallant and 

complementary, but with such a wry infectious dark sense 
of humour! He was a good sport as well, riding a camel at 

the Pyramids and relishing the local cuisine, including kibda, 
Egyptian-style chicken livers.  

Manuel Fernandez Saro
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COUNTRY: Spain

DATE OF BIRTH: january 27 1975

STAR SIGN: Aquarius

PROFESSION: Professional Show Jumper



What is your best achievement?

To be my own boss!

Who is your favourite athlete 
(rider or other sports person)?

John Whitaker.

Do you keep any pets?

Yes, three Jack Russell dogs.

What is your favourite movie?

“Gladiator”.

Who is your ideal celebrity (female 
or male)?

Don’t have one!

What is your favourite gadget?

The IPhone.

What bands do you like?

I like U2 as a band.

What is your second favourite 
sport?

Golf.

Do you like to cook?

No.

What is your strength and what is 
your weakness?

Strength: Never give up.  
Weakness: Too trusting.

What makes you happy and what 
makes you sad?

Doing the right thing and doing the 
wrong one!!

To your close friends & family, you 
are known to be?

Forgetful.

If you had the power to change 
something, what would you 
change?

The imbalance in the world.

If there is something about Fanfa 
that you would like to change, 
what would that be?

To have more patience.

Do you support any charitable 
organisations?

Yes, a few different animal ones.

And when you’re not rooting for 
Team Fanfa, who are you rooting 
for?

Real Betis from my hometown 
Seville!
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