GABRIELLA GEAGEA
"My trip to California was a dream come true!”

By: Jean-Claude Noujaim

in Lebamon, the sea flins with the mountains. and
e warmness of the sun & always thers, heng on the
bisich and skiing on mdauntaing st the same gay 15 net
uncommon lor Lebarssse yowogslonss, Gubricily Googei
gresa-up in Beerut, skied oo slopes amd ab thie ages of six
£ng rode her first haorss.

The Cedars of Lebanon area has witnessed the
nse of posts, philcsopners, wiiters, 2nd highly tzlentsd
sking champions, Today, & young 14-yvear-old gid s
CeTierep g i he new deesraltian & athlstes, ARhogh far
awity e Bosharsd, Goagon paresl's Bomalown in the
Cadars of Lebanon, Geagen Bles (o spend woekongds rid
ing or =kiing in the more affiuent reson of Faraya. Geagoa
personifies the futurs in sports for Lebanon, Soft-spoksn,
remerved, yeb 2asenive, she s a fierce competior; a new
class ot champion 1hat sxcels both in & ski salom and
Shicde jurmiping

GEuergzit wos Bz Z003-04 chilchan's skalom Skiing
champion, She repraserbed Labancs wise ininbermalion
al compstitions in Ealy, Her riding career stared with
Harirm Farss in Fakra a: the 2ge of =& |6 was not long
before sne stared resping huge dwigsnds from Ber harg
wintl The results speak for themaalves a5 she currently
ranks Bth = the word Inner a0 cRtegony - & s acoon-
plisshimeeznl Bor 20 Slar in the hoesc-juemnpssg o weakd in he
Meddls East.

Gezpgea’s road o Calformia was not obstacs-
fres. She ned o0 gualify in Fakra, Lebznon. There shs
achieved 2 zem-fault in four rounds and won the champs-
anship. Bt e suspanse was not oven Oesgea had to
el 1w olher gualities fom atner countries nthe Micdis
Easl, Alor fon anaiogs wsail, Shee was chosen as fhe rideal
Loy rezpressent Lebereon and: e Arb counlrics al e TTI

The &rip ko Cafilfonmia was a wnigue eppariunily Lo
Geagea who spoka with grest pride and oy about 1 I

"As | was riding, my heart was
beating faster and faster, but |
felt in control. When | dropped
a fence | only had my coach's
advice in my mind: to go for
speed.”

24 HORSE nec s, 293

Geagen In Fakra

grared oy touring ssveral equestian clubs m LA Afer
eHending Hunier compsttions sha wes iaken to the
Hasrmrmirggtird Mest ranch oo Simi Valsy, a poivate property
of 170 aces, “Thas placs was heaven on earth, ' she gad,
"the shabies cessenided live-slae Baleds wih wery . Targe
grivieds. | iseed nesar sesn anything this begl

om the Torst clavy richors ozl aned weere Diricied an the
ewants o come and had to draw horses. Every Amerncan
parsicipent hed o provids two horsse, ons for himsslf and
ancibers for the foreign nosr,

[hesre wsne 1R countries quslified in the finals and
18 Arrgnacares (o ot ol 32 Aders repescenlingg 153 nations).

Thera wes ancthes draw o Farm the iearms which
consizted of two foreignars snd Ewo Amerivares. Googeu's
team was called " Spesd Demons’"

On the first day, in the wslooms competibon,
Gesnea placsd gth. The second day was the first gualify-
ingg comaettion, 5 |ump off, 2nd inospite of dropping the last
brnce Cinagoa tinished 9th owilkh the fastest bme in the
g, "0 Theg socse duaialifying Gay things god really sen-
paes i Ui wens e rowasd o decide on The linsisis”, she
said. "It was "make it or breaw it for the yourgsions”

"It wias the hardest day of my life,” Gaagea sad, il
was very cold, reiny. and the wsibility was poor, | rode in
the pounng rain snd was extremsaly scared that the hores
winiildd slip on thewet grass. However | was determined o
ol 1o e finals and- managed 1o have & clear round in &
speosd Clivsss | sk Tth, roccived oo priee i the rain,



GiaAgaa in Fakrs on Ricardo

scaking wes, bul |was happy and relieved.”

Thie sl day was Geagea's last chanes o seom
b, Bhee rernombersd: She course was difficult ard |
Feaping Lal Grosss [her new aoouiredd Dby borss) would
clear all the jumpa and pass the hoighls. As | was riding
my heart was bestnng fasior and [aster, bat | el in con-
trol. When | dropped & lence Fanly had my coach's advice
in ey mined: 10 go e speed. | finished 8th in spite of drogp-
ping e tences and lell extramsly proud®
I5 hal wi ulso won the team competifion, | was e

e Dt i

ingl® shee oo

Ire spite of 3 unigue clossmg ocaramany, @ narado
ared weadkineg behind her country's Hag, Goagea did not
farget to mention that ber staunchest suppoders
Famity, her aunt, her traines Karim Fares, and her mantar
and Godfather ik beahim

I simply wish Lo continee riding amd gualifymg
again nexd yoar for e FEI Childran's jumping it She
SR |

Ginod riding! Gabrisiia, We will De rooting for youl I
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