
The Sound of Horseshoes Filling the World

2018 CHCF China Global

 Equine Industry Summit 
By Merit Fanous

On November 15-16, 2018, China’s leading comprehensive 

equestrian media Horsemanship Magazine supported by Sport 

Bureau of Zhejiang Province and Zhejiang Equestrian Sports 

Association held the CHCF China Global Equine Industry Summit 

in one of Hangzhou’s most artistic conference venues, the 

Hangzhou Diaoyutai Hotel. Under the theme of “The Belt and 

Road, Horseback Links the World”, the event wished to combine 

foreign and Chinese expertise, share relevant professional 

experiences and open new horizons for the equestrian 

development in China.

Just in time for A change 

Recently, with the Chinese Government 

ramping up the construction of 

“characteristic towns”, the interest 

in investing into equestrian has been 

growing rapidly. The number of equestrian 

clubs in Beijing, Shanghai and the first-

tier cities is rising, new competitions 

emerge country-wide, new horse theme 

parks are being formed, university and 

college equestrian majors and courses 

are being established, and equestrian 

performances and shows appear in big 

numbers.

Statistics show that by the middle of 2018 

the number of China’s equestrian clubs 

has increased to 1881, doubling 2016’s data. 

Horse owners increase by an average 

35% annually, national and international 

competition events and festivals are 

being held in 20 provinces all over the 

country.
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Collaborations lead to win-win situations

In order to create a communication platform between 
Chinese and foreign actors of the equestrian industry, 
the event invited representatives of leading equestrian 
organizations from 5 continents, including experts, 
professionals and investors from racing, equestrian, 
western riding and horse polo fields, to share their 
organizations’ operational and management methods. 

During the first day of conference on the 15th, after Sport 
Bureau of Zhejiang Province and China Equestrian 
Association officially opened the event, Editor-in-Chief 
of Horsemanship Magazine Li Yanyang introduced the 
2018 China Equestrian Industry Data Report, giving 
statistics based insights on the current situation of 
domestic equestrian development. 

Following him, guest speakers covered topics that 
all target different segments of equestrian industry 
development. Former Secretary General of Chinese 
Equestrian Association Chang Wei described the 
challenges faced by the equestrian events of the 2022 
Asian Games; International Relations Manager of the 
French Horse and Riding Institute Laurence Cornaille 
and Ecuyer-en-chef of Cadre Noir Patrick Teisserenc 
talked about their school’s educational systems; CEO of 
Equuleus International Riding Club Michelle Wang gave 
insights on successful operational models for Chinese 
equestrian clubs; Chen Zhifeng inspired the audience 
how to use the tide Belt and Road initiatives offer in 

exploring new opportunities for the Chinese equine 
industry. 

The afternoon program hosted a signing ceremony 
of cooperation between the French Horse and Riding 
Institute and the Australian Jolong Park. Following, 
Co-Founder of Performance Sales International Ullrich 
Kasselmann unveiled details on how PSI became and 
international brand and a most successful business 
model in Europe; Director of Tang Polo Club Liu Shilai 
talked about the mix of industry and passion in polo; 
Director of Finance and Successor of TIMPEX Stud 
Istvan Tarbaly explained how can one built a successful 
breeding centre in 25 years starting from scratch; 
President of Polish Arabian Horse Breeders Association 
Krzysztof Poszepczynski let the audience know why 
Arabian horses are so uniquely special. 

As the event is also organized in the hope of facilitating 
less formal communication between attending parties, a 
Gala Dinner was held in quite an entertaining style with 
traditional Chinese performances, and much focus on 
personal interactions. 

As China has a lack of professional veterinary 
knowledge and veterinary educational patterns, 
Massey University Professor of Equine Clinical 
Studies Christopher Bruce Riley told us how 
educational and professional development influences 
New Zealand’s equine industry positively.
All photos by Horsemanship Magazine, China
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