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- First F.E.l. Freestyle Forum under the Patronage of
H.R.H. Princess Benedikte of Denmark

&

- A look at finest Olympic Breeding:
from the Osnabruecker Land into the world!

By Ina El Kobbia- Germany

& long thowght dream carme rue,” said Mme. Marietts
Withagas Chairwoman aof the F.E.|. Dressage Committes
in her opening specch for the fist ewer held FEL
Freestyle Forum and thankad Mr. Ullich Kasselmann, the
intesrmalional horseman, and hiz F50 Team b hosling
the: Tomam and making thés dream come frue in February
2005 in Ankum in the Osnaboseckes |aamd

In a wonderful and enthusiaslic opening speach,
Eslgian Mariette Withages crlightened the fascinated
sudience with the hislory of dressage and the develop-
ment of freestide, Modem dressage began during the
Renalssance when the Meapolitan nobleman Federico
GrEcne: Founded a nding ecedémy In Mapkes in 1532
France guickly becamea the leading nation in drossage but
was replaced in the 20th century by Gerrmany as the top
nation in this ewvent.

Dressage becanw: an Olympic descipline for the first
time in 1912 in Slockhodm and it was only at the Clympic
Games i Helsinki in 1952 that women were allowed o
compele in the discipline. The unforgoilen Gonman
Liszlofl Linsenhoff made history at the Olympic Games n
Moexico in 1968 as the first woman 1o win a gold medal in
an squastrian event when she placed fiesd as a member
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“freestyle is when
discipline becomes
art and art becomes

discipline”

Amencan nder Debby e Diiuk] & Iar inare Brengma, fmm the
Clnnabensecier Land

8 HORSETima)Muy 2005




af the: German dressage team. She addesd lo her placa in
history by being the first womsan to win the indsvidual gold
meckal in dressage ab the Clyrnpics in Munich in 1972,
Today her daughter, Ann Ballwin Linsenhoff, iz one of
Garmany’s best dressage riders, winning 3 times gokd
with the team: at the Olpnpics in Seoul, at the Wiorkd
Championzhips  in  Sitockholm and  at the Ward
Champlonships in Jemz.

Al first mel with reservationa and conlroversially dis-
cussed by iraditions] dressage experts, freestyds to music
became part of Olymple deessage in 1996 and raplidly
made Re way to the hearls of the audience. It has become
a haghlight at any cempeliion; performed camrectly, il
should ook ke you are dancing with your herss)

During thw: F.E.I. Freastyla Forum 155 particigemls from
23 mealicnss discussed the regulations, dimensions and tha
developments of dressage freestyle, pariculary in view of
Ihe coming Olympic Games in Besjing 2008, Intemational
jigas, trainers, composers, choreographs, TV experts
and world class riders -amongst them German Heike
Kemmer, Maonica Theodorsscu and Spanish Raphaol
Solo- hesid a lively debate on Dao's and Dean'ls in freestyle
b mvesic. Inoorder to provide llustsalzn for the dabate.
several repowned world class riders ke German Ann
Kathrin Linsanhoff, Swedish Luise Nathorst and Spanish
Ignacio Ramblas gave demonstrations and allowed o
public: criticizrm wilh regard to their presented ridamg loch-
niques, choice of music and choreography.

Al the: end af the two-day intemnational foruen, one might
say Iheal rmuch is possible in freestyle, bel lhere bas to be
an gverall harmony between horse & rider. Harmony, flu-
cnizy and forward impulsion in e basic gaits as well as
rhythm, energy and elaslicity are essential. Furthemmong,
while performing dificult movemeants such as pialle” and
‘passage’, regard should be had to the welfare of the
horse. Excessive use of difficult nenesncols will not be
awarded. Making the nght cholce ol music is a major chal-
lerigp: in freestyle; the stvle o music must be suitable to
the appearance of the horse and the music must be
appropriate to the parlicular horse movements, addlion-
ally the timings one chose for each gait of the horse must
it the beat af The music

"Harmony, fluency
and forward
impulsion in the basic
gaits as well as
rhythm, energy and
elasticity are
essential’.

Freeslyle & sursly one of the mosd beaulifl sporting
eyents one can see. Let me eonwieds by using the words of
lhe wonderful FEL Chairwoman Maristte Withages,
"Freestyle i when discipline becomes art and art
becomes discipling!”

S tep by step, marching through the snow, | made
my way on 5th March 2005 ko meel with tao of the finest
horse breeders in one: of Germany's oldest and most tra-
ditionad regeons for the Hanoverian Horse Breeding. In the
beautiful landscape known as the 'Artland” around e
pansh of Haibergen” in the Canabrueckes Land, | mat
withe BAr. Aloechl Middelkampf, his beautind wif: Anns
and M. Wilhelm Rethorst. At the open e place in a
Mordic Tarm house, | leamed ahoul Hanowosian Horse
brezecling, Both Albrecht Migdedkarmpd and Wilhelm
Reslhesl have been Hanovertan Horse breeders all their
livees. “The Hanowerian Horse i o Iradifion and passion.
W inheribed it from our ancestors,” they explained to me
wilh prede. Both were long serving Presidents of the Horse
Breeding Society of lhe ‘Arffand’ which encompasses
some notsble 350 meemibsrs. Owver the years, many of
their horses wene presented &t the elite aucton in Verden
and weni froen lhere around the waorld. 8ot bong ago. o
October Exsl yoar, Albrecht Middelkamgal sucoessfully
presended vz of his Hanowerian fillies Thva' (Don Vino x
A Beauby) o the 111th elite aucton i verden: 'Diva” was
direcity sold bo Spain.

Presenting your horse at the prestigious and inkerna-
tonally remcwmed awclion in Verden & already a great
achievemenl for any Hanovenan Horse boeeder; howaw-
i, Br. Wilhelm Rethorst reachesd v slars: two of his bred
horses, the wondarful mare Brenling' and her full brother
‘Barclay' both by 'Breslanc II' ware at the recant Olynngics
in Athens. "It & Ihe highlight of my carees®, Wilhelm
Rethorst commenled. 'Brenting” just became horse of the
year i e LISA, Together with her workd class Amesrican
dresssane: rider Dabby MoDonald, they ook e bronze
rheclal a2l the Olympics with the American leam and were
pleceal best Amarican couple alsa m the mdividual dres-




SAge ranking in Aheses

“Hrenlisr’ daughler of "Brentano IF was very spacial
frown Bz slarl,” her breeder, Wilhelm Rethorst, told me. "l
prasanted har at the elite auction in Verden when she was
thres years old. She was sold at that time for asound
105000 DM and she went directly from Werden to the
LSA o ldaho. | goid her full brother Barcday'.” he conlin-
wed, "as afoal throwgh a private contacd. Barclay is rdden
now Dy the inlernalionsl  dressage  rider Sven
Ralhenberger who  rides for the  MNetherlands”
Rulhenbsrger was ranked 17th i the individual finals in
the Olympics ahead of Cerman dressage rider Heike
Hemmer and Amenican Lise Wilcox. Moreover, ‘Barclay’
became 5Sth In Jamsary this year togethes  with
Rothenberger at the FEL Dressage Workd Cup in
Asterdam

Ay his very impressive and nice afternoon, | kef o
shop by the ondy Horse Museum of the 'Arfland’ which
Wilhalm Rethorst had so kindly told me about. If you wisit
the traditional and besatifully restored estate called 'Hof
Erake’ you are welcomed by the Geman'Belgien couple
Vamn den Weghe, swho boesghl e eslabe @ coupds: of yosers
a0, Guoesls can enjoy a holiday stay inoone of the nicedy
furmeshed apariments and visit the Horse Museum whara
wyour can leam about the long tradifion of Hanowerian
Horse breadeng in this region. It i there that | leamed that
even "Saliners’ ndden by the Dartch Ohemges gold medal
winner, Anky van Grinsyven, has s foals m [he
Dreaeabruecker Land

Il i in gl brue el the Haswreerian Hoese is e most
successiul horss nthe world: Alneady for the sighth time,
thie Hamowerian breed receives the "Best of Al Trophy"
gwarded by the Word Breeding Federation for Sport
Hiorses (WEFSHY Fhee of the ten besl desssages horses in
= wiewldd in the year 2004 carry the Hanowverzm brand
and s far aes e overall show jumping rankinggs ane con-

armd, Ehe Hamowearian Horse neceived third placs for the

fitis Nirree! Tl

Foepee I D srmassann g “Elod 1hrokos”
Felbetafle: EHwarnpe et Hoet Bt of B a3 wenocdh ol Boma] "Baimk”
Bt Humacan eocder MidabcTkaspl wisle his soec Gnsenddh®
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