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KARIM BADARO

International Judge & Isjc
Regional Representative:

“l am here at the 14’[h Al Wafaa event
as a show jumping judge and
commentator. | am also here as a
foreign judge for the Jumping
Challenge Competition held
outdoors.

Something that has to be said is
that on annual basis the Syrian
Organising Committee exerts a lot
of effort in putting together this show
to make it one of the top shows of
the Arab League; | have been to 7
out of 10 events from the Arab
League 2008/2009 season and Al
Wafaa is one of the best organised
events.

As for the Jumping Challenge
Competitions, they are very
important competitions because the
best 2 riders from each country zone
will go to the final of the FEI World
Jumping Challenge. The results were
very good given that this was the
first time Syria holds a jumping
challenge qualifying riders to the
WJC.

On the children’s competitions, they
competed outdoors as well and |
think it was a little difficult for them
because it was raining and so the
footing was a tad slippery. However
since this is also the first time for
such young competitions to be held,
their results were quite good”.

|15



THE AFTERNOON SESSION started
with a Medium Tour Accumulator with
a Joker directly against the clock with
the Saudi veteran rider Khalid Al Eid
coming in 15t, Kuwait's Bandar Jumaah
coming in 2%, and also Saudi Arabia’s
Fares Al Shaalan coming in 3",

MONDAY MARCH 23
MINI GRAND PRIX &
GRAND PRIX:

THE FINAL DAY of Al Wafaa event and
as always, the beautiful indoor arena is
packed with a huge crowd all coming to
watch a display of very beautiful horses
and poised riders. The Mini Grand Prix
consisted of 1 round and 1 jump-off in
case of equality for the 15t place in
penalties at the height of 135cm. The
national anthem of Egypt is heard with
the 15t place win going to the young
talent Nael Nassar, the 2 place to
Abdullah Al Sharbatly, and the 3rd place
to Ali Al Khorafi.

IN AN EFFORT to promote Dressage in
Syria, a demonstration completed by the
Syrian Equestrian Federation’s Dutch
trainer was in display to a big crowd
watching and learning about the
disciplines of dressage. Freestyle
Dressage also was performed to add to
the atmosphere of the whole event.

AT THE HEIGHT OF 160cm and prize
money of 20,000 US Dollars and a Range
Rover, 20 Arab riders saddled up to
compete at a very tight and intimidating
arena full with a crowd of enthusiasts
and Syrian supporters. Expectations and
tension along with silence gave the
atmosphere a very exhilarating feel. Red
is the colour of the Syrian rider jackets
and 5 Syrian riders were amongst the
top list of competitors. First to jump
clear was Syria’s Mustafa Al Zindaki
followed by a roar of cheering from the
crowd. Firas Jneidi galloped in all
nervous and tensed missing out on
qualifying for the jump off and so did
Yasir Sharif and Wassim Anzarouti.
Heavy weight on the shoulders of the
only Syrian rider remaining Shadi
Ghrayeb who regrettably took a ghastly
crash to a course on his horse Tyson,
eliminated just to the crowd’s dismay.

Four riders to the jump off: Saudi Arabia’s
Abdullah Al Sharbatly and Khalid Al Eid,
the UAE’s Sheikh Majed Al Qasimi, and
finally Syria’s Mustafa Al Zindaki.
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Afterwards a Big Tour Top Score
Competition started with Khalid Al Eid
also coming in 1St, Shadi Ghrayeb
coming in on , and Bandar Jumaah
coming in 3rd. Finally, an Open Class
6 Bar competition kicked off with
130cm height and 19 riders

competing. Upping the fences to
145cm and then finally 160cm, the
1St place went to Abdullah Al
Sharbatly and 2nd place shared by
Egypt’s all so graceful Diaa Amr
Bisheer and Syria’s popular
Wassim Anzarouti.
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A FEgypt’s Nael Nassar, Mini Grand Prix winner



Egypt’s Diaa Amr Bisheer,

2nd place 6 Bar Competition
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KHALID AL EID

15t place winner of Bassel Al Assad
Grand Prix:

) R

“This tournament holds a very special
place in all our hearts and every single
participating rider tries his utmost best to
compete, yet even win the Bassel Al Assad
trophy. Whilst growing up | used to hear
about this show and | always love to
compete here. Competition levels are very
high and to compete here is technically
crucial because we all receive points that
will help us qualify for the World Cup.
Moreover, every year this show has a
different winner which builds up eagerness
to attend, compete, and try to win the title.

© Jacques Toffi

This arena and this crowd is what makes
this tournament so special. Sigh... the
crowd gets excited and so do the horses.
Tension and expectations are always in the
air which makes the atmosphere simply so
electrifying. The courses during the Grand
Prix were not too big but were very
technical; | was lucky to have a very
experienced horse and the distances
between fences were short which were
good for him and so the course plus the
horse were put together to simply make
me lucky to win the Bassel Al Assad trophy”.
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MANAL AL ASSAD

Honourary President of the Syrian
Equestrian Federation:

Py

Can you give us a brief history about
Al Wafaa?

When Al Wafaa was first held in 1996,
it had a special place in all Syrian hearts
and minds because it was held on
Bassel's birthday, and so as Syrians
we honour him through Al Wafaa. Just
like everything in life, Al Wafaa started
small and grew bigger year after year
until it became one of the most
important events in the region.

What sort of challenges does the
federation face in order to prepare
for Al Wafaa?

The Syrian federation with the
Organising Committee puts a lot of
effort in order to host and organise

such a big event. Our staff works
together every year in order to put
everything in its place, and this begins
at least 3 to 4 months prior to the event
so as to get sponsors to cover the
expenses of the show and the prize
money since it is a 4 star show; this
would need a big amount of prizes and
heavy organising. With all the details
within the show, it requires hard work
to keep Al Wafaa on the same high
level each year.

What can you tell us about the
organisation of Al Wafaa?

It is a pleasure for every Syrian to be
involved in this great show. Organising
Al Wafaa became a part of our lives
and, it is actually taking a great part in
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A 1st place Dressage Advanced Class winner, Manal Al Assad riding Sir Shoelling

our lives. The most important issue
about organising this show is to see,
feel and make sure all guests are happy
and satisfied.

What sort of pressure do you face
as an Honorary President for the
federation and as a dressage rider?

As long as you have a great committed
team that knows exactly what to do
and when, it is no pressure at all. As a
dressage rider | always want to do my
best in the show and put everything
that | have learned and trained in the
ring to know the level that | have
reached.

This is the second year dressage
competitions were held within Al

Wafaa event; what sorts of measures
are taken in order to have dressage
continue and develop in Syria?

The Syrian Equestrian Federation’s plan
is to have more clinics for dressage in
order to introduce this beautiful sport
to as many riders as possible, so | am
sure it will grow bigger year after year.

The demonstration of freestyle
dressage on the last day of the event
was very educational. How did the
idea for that come about?

It was to explain to the big crowd what
dressage is all about; it is an art, and
music always attracts people; therefore,
we thought it was a productive idea to
combine the two together.

© Jacques Toffi
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Turkey’s Sevilat
Cetin Camur, 1st
place Dressage
Elementary Class
winner



What was required to prepare for the
beautiful outdoor grass arena and how
difficult was it to host children riders
this year as well as hold a challenge
event?

During the annual Al Wafaa show, children
competitions were always hosted. The
children’s class was thought of as an
incentive for Syrian children because
they had to participate and compete with
foreign riders, and that motivated them
to train harder the whole year around.
The challenge | think was a very good
idea for the youngsters within the region
to have a chance to qualify to the FEI
World Jumping Challenge final. Moreover
we have the facilities to have more than
one show at a time so why not do it!

What can you tell us about the
competition levels of show jumping
during the medium and big tours this
year?

The levels were quite competitive and
our riders did a good job and were placed
every single day of the show. It was very
nice to see that after training so hard
every day, they were harvested with good
results.

Numerous riders mention that one of
the main reasons for participating at
Al Wafaa is because it is very spiritual
and the quintessence of the late Bassel
Al Assad is in the air; what are your
comments to that?

As Syrian riders we always feel that the
soul of Bassel is around us and it is really
nice to know that even other foreign
riders share the same feeling. Wherever
you move in the club, there is always
something that reminds us of his
presence, the indoor arena is named
after his favourite horse Al-Agharr, his
club house with all his personal
belongings are still there, and the whole
club is named after him. We are very
proud of him; he made horse riding in
Syria what it is today.

Congratulations for Syria's Silver! How
did Mustafa Al Zindaki prepare for this
year's event and what can you tell us
about his horse NCG Catino?

Mustafa is a hard working rider. He is
talented, with a good eye and a good
feeling and above all, he has such a good
heart and character. | think for a rider
with all these qualities, he deserves to
win the silver. We were all surprised by
the performance of NCG Catino, because
he was bought as a 140cm horse, but
with the trust and belief of his rider he
managed to jump the 150-160cm class
easily; this | think is an achievement to
be proud of. As for me, | predict a bright
future with many more golds and silvers
for this unique Syrian rider. HT

A Manal Al Assad with Children Champions
¥ Mustafa Al Zindaki exhilarated with his 2nd place win
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