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BIENVENUE AU MAROC!

THE 8™ EDITION OF THE
MOROCCAN ROYAL TOUR

TAKES US ON AN EQUESTRIAN JOURNEY TO
THE DAZZLING COASTS OF MOROCCO

By Menna Loutfy

IN OCTOBER OF EACH YEAR, OUR HT TEAM GEARS UP
FOR ONE OF THE MOST ATTRACTIVE EVENTS ON THE
INTERNATIONAL EQUESTRIAN CALENDAR WHICH IS
“THE MOROCCAN ROYAL TOUR”. ORGANIZED BY THE
ROYAL GUARD, THE ROYAL MOROCCAN EQUESTRIAN
FEDERATION AND THE ASSOCIATION OF THE SALON
DU CHEVAL D’EL JADIDA, THIS YEAR’S EDITION WAS
DEFINITELY A LEAP FORWARD!
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After landing in Morocco’s largest city Casablanca, or Casa
as the locals call it, it was time to fly to the Mediterranean
gateway of the country that hosted the first leg of the tour.
It was a brilliant kick-off that gathered many great names
of international showjumping in addition to a unique setting
for top-level competition. Fourteen competitions were
on the program for 4 consecutive days to end with the
Tryon - WEG 2018 Qualifier Grand Prix that everyone
waited for with great expectation.
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Overwhelmed after the prize giving, Nadja gave credit to
her mare Saura de Fondcombe:
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After the success of Tetouan, Morocco Royal Tour
continued its journey and took us the following Thursday
to the Moroccan capital that rests along the shores of the

Bouregreg River and the Atlantic Ocean. The city of Rabat
hosted the Tour’s Nations Cup.

ddijiyd @

T

sl

7 gt

- #+ Team Morocca at the entrance parade
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Andy Kistler, the Swiss team chief, said: “A well-balanced
team with a young rider, Aurélia Loser, who participates
for the first in a Nations Cup, alongside experienced Pius
Schwizer and two riders who love the Moroccan shows

like Nadja Peter Steiner and Alain Jufer, has made a
successful mix at the end.”
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The following Sunday was time for the Grand Prix of HRH = { -~ : s Fosos S 3
Princess Lalla Amina that held an amazing surprise for ' —~ ] i ».
the Jordanians.
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- Team France at the natioris cup-
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After two exciting weeks of the tour, it was time for one
final stop at the port city on the Atlantic coast of the
country, El-Jadida. Indoor showjumping competitions
started alongside the Salon Du Cheval D’El Jadida with
its variety of equestrian disciplines.

It was a royal finale with the presence of His Royal
Highness the Crown Prince of Morocco, Moulay
Hassan, who arrived to attend the Grand Prix.
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> HORSE TIMES
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Dalma Malhas — KSA “Being one of the few
Saudi women in sports doesn’t limit me but
motivates me to always do the best | can”
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Abdulrahman El-Rajhi - KSA “This is my
fourth time to compete in the Tour even though
it’s a long way from home. The facilities are
amazing and the effort made by the organizers
is showing year after year”
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Aisha El-Kaoud — FE/ “The Tour in general was
amazing, it’s so intense and the presence of 3
weekends gives you time to develop and perform
better”
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Saad El-Ajmi — KSA “ljust won the gold medal in
the Asian Indoor Games and this is my first time
here in Morocco .l was thrilled by the presence of
top-level riders like Puis Schwizer, Simon Delestre
and Abdullah Al-Sharbatly”

Hany Bisharat - JOR? My son _lbrahim
Bisharat_ encouraged-me to compete this year
in Morocco and | am really-glad1-did .For me,
riding is Oxygen; | can only breath when | am

B on a horse'”

Mohamed Taher Zeyada - EGY “This is my
second participation in the, MRT; the show-has
really developed so much! I believe the presence
of such a show in Morocco has made a powerful
impact on the level of the Moroccan team itself”
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Mohamed Nadim — EGY “We have a very solid
team; we have been going to several shows
together. This is nearly our 7th or 8th show together
this year and it has been absolutely amazing.”
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Wael Mahgary — EGY “ The best thing | found
in this show is that it’s addressing and attracting
the Moroccan public with its diverse-segments
and levels”

Mahmoud Mowafy
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Mohamed Medhat Sadek-EGY “ The participation
of some of the top riders in the world this year
raised the bar of competition ; and that definitely
made it a better show.”

After all of the events and prize-giving, it was time to say goodbye to
this wonderful event and beautiful country Morocco. As the riders,

their teams, and their mounts packed up they took with them wonderful
memories of one of the best annual events. HT did, too.”
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